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AUTHOR 

d  F  T  FI  E 

Apothecaries  Pamphlet. 


Profperum  fcelus  virtus  vocatur,  S  a  lust. 

I V  E  me  Leave,  in  the  Name 
of  the  Apothecaries,  to  thank 
you  for  your  curious  Treatife 
upon  Frauds.  Your  Difcove- 
ries  are  as  furprizing  even  unto 
them,  as  they  are  to  the  reft  of  the  World. 
It  was  for  a  Genius  like  yours  only,  to  de~ 
ted:  thofe  ArtificeSj  which  they  but  defire  to 

provide  againft :  for  the  Glory  of  God,  the 
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Welfare  of  the  Public,  and  the  Satisfaftion 
of  doing  Good.  The  Adulteration  of  Me¬ 
dicines,  the  Differences,  Ihcertainties,  and 
Sophiftication  of  Drugs,  was  referved  for 
your  Explanation.  They  wou’d  look  fufpi- 
cious,  and  come  difcredited  from  the  Mouth 
of  an  Ignorant  Apothecary :  It  was  your 
Bufinefs,  therefore,  to  treat  of  Things  be¬ 
yond  their  (hallow  Knowledge,  or  even 
your  own*  When  they  ftart  a  Piece  of 
Roguery,  you  hunt  it  down  :  They  fufpedl, 
but  you  difcover  ;  and  their  weak  Teftimo- 
nies  are  corroborated  by  your  more  pofitive  Al¬ 
legations.  They  expedled  your  Pamphlet  with 
Impatience  before  it  came  out  ;  and  now  it  is 
come  out,  they  reprefent  it  as  a  Thing  unan- 
fwerable  ;  and  yet  you  declare  you  knew  no¬ 
thing  either  of  the  Apothecaries  or  their  Peti^ 
tion,  tho'  they  have  been  concerting  it,  making 
the  ftrongeft  Intereil;,  and  watching  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Crifis,  (as  they  call  it)  for  bring¬ 
ing  it  into  the  Houfe,  for  thefe  four  Years 
paft.  You  are  forced  to  have  Recourfe  to 
Rumour,  Hear- fays,  and  private  Receipts, 
you  have  been  told,  have  received  Hints, 
have  had  it  communicated  to  you,  you 
have  Reafon  to  believe  »  and  what  you  have 
gathered  together  from  fuch  like  fallacious 
and  imaginary  Evidence,  you  reprefent  to 
the  Public,  as  the  moft  folemn  and  incon- 
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teftable  Fadls.  I  find  you  are  refolved  fo 
help  the  Apothecaries  out  at  a  dead  Lift : 
But  it  is  certainly  beneath  every  honed: 
Man,  (as  you  afFed  to  be  thought)  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  Public  by  afierting  abfolute 
Fahhoods,  giving  Tefiimony  to  what  never 
happen’d,  infinuating  Frauds,  where  it  is 
impoflible  they  fliould  be  committed,  and  re~ 
prefenting  thofe  Things  as  pradifed  for  Gain 
and  private  Profit,  which,  if  any  Man  was 
Villain  enough  to  commit,  wou’d  not  bring 
him  Salt  to  his  Porrage  :  As  if  you  had  no 
other  Way  to  make  the  Apothecaries  pafs 
for  honeft  Men,  but  by  endeavouring  to 
make  honeft  Men  pafs  for  Rogues,  But 
before  you  can  eftablifh  a  Phyfical  Inquifi- 
tion,  and  put  thefe  honeft,  honeft  Gentle¬ 
men  at  the  Head  of  it,  there  muft  be  more 
Roguery  pradifed  then  you  dare  to  men¬ 
tion  . 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  yourfelf,  I  £hoold  be 
forry  to  fay,  pofitively,  that  you  are  ei¬ 
ther  a  Rogue  or  an  Apothecary  :  But  you 
have  given  as  great  Proofs  of  being  both,  as 
any  Man  can  do  by  his  Pen  5  and  thofe 
Dogs-tricks  which  you  know  fo  much  better 
than  other  Men,  and  which  you  reprefent 
to  be  fo  profitable,  are  whorefon  Tempta¬ 
tions  to  make  a  Rogue  of  an  honefl:  Apo¬ 
thecary,  You  are  what  your  Petit-Larce- 
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mries  call,  a  good  Hand,  and  Won't  fcru- 
pie  to  ferve  your  Friends,  the  Apothecaries^ 
in  any  Thing  that  is  in  your  Power.  You 
can  ferve  them  in  your  Way  of  Bufiqefs, 
and  not  take  Advantage  of  their  Ignorance. 
You  can  colled:  Stories  about  Deceits  in 
Drugs  and  Compofitions  of  Medicines,  from 
old  Difpenfatories,  which  you  equivocally  af¬ 
firm  to  have  feen  with  your  own  Eyes.  YoU 
can  publidi  the  moft  infamous  Abfurdities, 
and  laugh  at  thofe  that  are  foolifli  enough 
to  credit  them.  You  never  blu{h  for  the 
worft  of  Robberies,  that  of  Men’s  Cha- 
•  faders,  and  good  Names,  and  the  very 
bed:  Terms  you  can  exped  to  be  credited 
upon,  is  that  of  an  Informer^  an  Apothe¬ 
cary’s  Spy.  Give  me  your  fupple  Rafcalj; 
(fays  Mofea  in  the  Play)  your  true  Parafite^ 
that  can  ftoop  and  rife,  like  an  Arrow,  with 
the  fame  Motion.”  But  your  Talent  is  ihoot^ 
ing  Point-blanki 

The  Fre?2ch  Pettifoggers^  in  Tryals  of 
Property,  fend  for  all  their  Witnefles 
from  Normandy,  You  too  have  had  youf 
Inftrudions  ;  whatever  they  fay,  you  know  ; 
you  tell  their  Complaints,  recite  theit 
Charters,  vouch  for  their  Honefty,  con¬ 
demn  their  Opponents^  publilh  their  In^^ 
tentions,  give  them  the  Inftrudions  you 
have  received  from  them,  advife  them  to 

apply 
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<ipply  to  Parliament  after  they  have  done 
k,  and  then,  with  the  Confidence  of  a 
fiigmatized  Affidavit-man,  whofe  Perjuries 
are  upon  Record,  you  very  modeftiy  declare 
yourfelf  to  be  an  abfolute  Stranger  to  all  of 
them.  Well  faid,  my  little  Elixir  Phar-^ 
macopia^,  thou  baft  the  Spirit  of  the  whole 
Apothecaries  Company  in  thee,  and  deferv-? 
eft  to  be  incorporated.  But  to  analyze  you 
more  diftinftly ;  you  are  (what  St.  Paul 
fays  of  Faith)  Phe  Em  dene e  of  Phings 
feen, 

Plato^  that  Prince  of  Philofophers,  fays. 
That  if  an  Apothecary  gathers  from  the 
Phyficians  Prefeript  the  Knowledge  of 
what  will  make  you  fweat,  pifs,  fh»— t 
and  fpew,  fo  much  fhall  be  allowed  him,  as 
it  is  learnt  with  Eafe  5  but  if  he  lhall  pretend 
to  apply  thefe  fo  as  they  may  become  ufeful 
to  the  old,  the  young,  the  ftrong,  the  feeble, 
I  (hall  reply  he  is  both  a  Madman  and  a 
Fool.’’  He  might  have  faid  Knave  too ;  for 
an  Apothecary’s  Bufinefs,  in  Regard  to  a 
Phyfician,  is  like  that  of  a  Colour-grinder 
to  a  Painter,  or  a  Labourer  to  an  Architect. 
And  fuch  has  been  the  Opinion  of  all  Men 
of  Learning  fince  Plato-,  all  Pharmacopeia's 
that  have  ever  been  publifhed,  mean  the 
fame  Thing.  The  Prefident  and  College 
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of  Phyficians,  by  their  Book,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  Privy-Council,  in  an  Order  pre¬ 
fixed  to  the  faid  Book,  intimate  a  Diftruft 
of  the  Apothecaries  Honefty,  and  a  Jealoufy 
of  his  Ignorance  ;  and  fo  much  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  firft  Page  of  your  Pam¬ 
phlet.  You  begin  your  fecond  Page  with 
"Jhe  Duty  of  an  honejl  Apothecary^  from 
whence  I  took  the  Hint  of  my  Motto. 
Befides,  ’tis  an  Epithet  they  always  chufe 
for  themfelves.  But  you  may  let  thern 
know,  that  v/hen  Honefty  is  fo  often  to  be 
found  in  Men’s  Mouths,  it  is  feldom  to  be 
found  in  their  Aflions. 

You  fay,  The  Phyftcians  had  Reafon 
to  folicit  this  Order,  in  as  much  as  their 
Credit  and  Practice  depend  upon  the 
faithful  Compofitions,  and  the  Goodnefs 
of  the  Medicines  they  diredl.”  I  am  al- 
moft  at  a  Lofs  to  know  who  you  mean, 
when  you  fay  the  Phyficians.  The  Apo¬ 
thecary  affedls  to  be  thought  your  only  Phy- 
iician  5  while  he  is  perpetually  vifiting  the 
Sick,  the  Compofition  is  left  to  the  Care  of 
his  unfkilful  Boy  at  Home.  Nor  does  the 
Phyfician’s  Praftice  at  all  depend  upon  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Medicine,  but  upon  the 
C^ntity  which  he  fhall  preferibe  for  the 
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Apothecary’s  Intereft  5  who  declares  in  ali 
'  Companies,  that  he  can  make  the  Phyfician 
a  Beggar  when  he  pleafes,  if  his  Method 
of  prefcribing  is  not  adapted  to  his  Intereft. 
Don’t  they  now  pray  in  Parliament,  that 
they  may  be  thought  competent  Judges  3  it 
is  the  very  Pith  and  Marrow  of  their  Pe¬ 
tition,  “  Every  one  who  has  a  Hufband, 
a  Wife,  a  Father,  Mother,  or  Friend  to 
be  concern’d  for.”  To  all  fuch  I  fhall 
hollow  aloud,  like  the  Warden  of  the  Play- 
Houfe  Paffage,  Take  Care  of  your  Healths, 
Take  Care  of  your  Pockets. 

P.  3.  To  prevent  them  from  adulte- 
rating  for  the  Sake  of  Cheapnefs,  or  vary- 
rying  thro’  ill-grounded  Conceit,  &c.” 
An  Apothecary  may  give  a  cheap  Medicine, 
inftead  of  a  dear  one,  as  he  both  makes  and 
directs  3  but  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  him 
to  give  lefs  for  it,  or  fell  it  for  more  than 
he  does  3  and  as  for  his  ill-grounded  Con¬ 
ceit,  he  wont  advife  with  you  about  it,  his 
Knowledge  can  go  alone. 

P.  4.  ‘‘  I  muft  premife,  that  the  wholefale 
Trade  of  Medicine-making  has  of  late 
Years  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  Perfons 
that  don’t  vifit  the  Sick,  who  have  no 
‘‘  Knowledge  of  the  Application  or  Ufe  of 
Medicine,  and  whofe  Reputations  are  but 
remotely  concerned  in  the  Succefs  of 
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them,  and  who  not  being  Eye-Witneffes 
of  the  ill  Effedls  produced  by  bad  ones, 

‘‘  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fuffer  much  Un- 
eafinefs  from  fuch  Confiderations.”  Here 
the  Plot  begins  to  open  :  No  Chymift  or 
Druggift  mull  fell  Medicines,  becaufe  he 
dont  vifit  the  Sick.  I  never  heard  that  it 
was  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Seller  of  Medicines  to 
vifit  the  Sick  :  And  as  for  their  Knowledge 
,  in  the  Application  of  Medicines,  in  the 
Name  of  God,  how  Ihou’d  they  come  by 
it  ?  Cou’d  they  learn  the  Ufe  of  it  from 
braying  it  in  a  Mortar  ?  Did  they  com¬ 
mence  their  Studies  when  they  were  firft 
ordered  to  clean  their  Mailer’s  Shop,  and 
then  his  Shoes  ?  I  am  fare  it  has  often 
puzzled  the  fmall  Stock  of  Learning  of  ma¬ 
ny  an  eminent  Apothecary,  with  the  Help 
of  his  Diftionary  behind  the  Counter,  to 
label  his  Drawers  and  Pots,  and  read  the 
Doftor's  Bill :  So  that  I  am  not  at  all  fur- 
prized,  as  you  well  obferve,  that  he  Ihou’d 
fo  often  be  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  ill  EfFeds 
of  his  own  Medicines.  The  ChymiH,  in¬ 
deed,  unconfcious  of  having  committed  Mur¬ 
der  by  his  Ignorance,  has  no  Caufe  to  be 
uneafy,  whereas  Ufe  has  made  it  familiar 
to  the  Apothecary  3  who  when  his  Patient 
dies,  why  his  Time  was  come,  or  the  Phy- 
ficlan  millook  his  Cafe.  But  as  for  the 
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Medicines,  they  were  excellent,  and  made 
up  according  to  the  Diredions  of  the 
Pharmacopaa,  If  the  Man's  dead,  why 
he  muft  be  buried  :  The  Apothecary  knows 
nothing  of  the  Matter.  You  cannot  fay 
he  did  it :  And  fo  he  makes  out  his  Bill  as 
merrily  as  the  Undertaker. 

P.  5.  Multitudes  of  Chymifts,  Drug- 
gifts,  &c.  fill  every  Corner  of  the  Town."  , 
The  old,  the  young,  the  rich,  the  poor, 
all  Conditions  of  Men  are  benefited  by  it. 
This  galls  the  Apothecary.  The  charitable 
Chymift  faves  the  Lives  of  Thoufands  of 
his  Majefty's  Subjeds,  at  a  Price  fuitable  to 
their  Misfortunes ;  and  tho’  they  had  no 
Money  they  fhou'd  not  go  away  without 
Relief.  Damn  the  Poor,  fays  the  honeft 
Apothecary,  if  they  were  all  dead,  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  maintaining  them  would  die  with 
them. 

You  fay,  they  ferve  the  little  Shops  5" 
Ay,  fay  I,  and  the  great  ones  too,  fo  that 
many  Apothecaries  in  Town,  at  Times, 
may  be  under  a  Neceflity  of  applying  to 
thefe  People  for  Things  which  they  hap- 
pen  to  be  out  of.”  Read  rather,  which 
at  all  Times  they  happen  to  be  out  oft 
So  that  there  is  not  a  Gentleman  in 
Town  or  Country,  who  may  not  be 
obliged,  at  one  Time  or  another,  to 
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“  fwallow  down  their  Compofitions,  fuch 
as  they  happen  to  be/’  He  who  once 
buys  his  Medicines  of  a  Chymift,  will  never 
afterwards  buy  them  any  where  elfe  ;  which 
is  a  great  Proof  of  their  Badnefs,  you’ll  fay. 
If  the  Apothecary  complains  of  the  Medi¬ 
cines  in  the  Country,  is  it  not  for  the  fame 
Reafon  that  he  complains  of  the  Medicines 
in  Town,  viz.  becaofe  he  docs  not  fell 
them  ?  When  a  Gentleman  goes  into  the 
Country  for  his  Health,  in  parting  with  his 
Apothecary,  he  parts  with  his  Difcafe  :  The 
Goodnefs  of  the  Air  does  not  contribute 
more  to  his  Recovery. 

Vaft  Quantities  are  fent  abroad  to  our 
Settlements  and  Faftories,  and  there  have 
not  been  wanting  famous  Inftances,  of  the 
pernicious  Effefts  of  bad  Drugs  and 
Medicines,  upon  our  People,  in  fome 
“  of  thofe  Places,  labouring  under  dan- 
gerous,  epidemick,  and  fatal  Difeafes.” 
Pray  how  came  they  to  be  famous  Inftances  ? 
And  why  is  the  Fault  to  be  laid  upon  the 
Drug,  which  you  acknowledge  to  be  the 
Effedl  of  the  Difeafe  ?  But  Murder  they  fay 
will  cut,  and  fo  let  it :  Well  then  you  mull 
know  that  the  Honourable  the  Eaji- India 
Company,  at  whom  this  Refledlion  is  le¬ 
velled,  dealt  once  for  feveral  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year  with  thefe  EmulfioneerSy 

this 
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this  Bunch  of  Pulp-pated  Pill  gilders  y  but 
finding  it  more  for  the  Intereft  of  their  Com¬ 
munity,  and  the  Honour  of  their  Under- 
ftanding,  to  be  ferved  better  to  their  Satis- 
faftion,  and  above  Forty  per  Cent  cheaper, 
they  nov/  take  their  Drugs  and  Medicines, 
from  Bevin  and  Comp,  in  Lombard  Street^ 
and  Johnfon  in  Fenchurch  Street^  and  have 
left  thefe  Beji-fde  Banditti  of  Black-Fryers, 
to  digeft  the  Venom  of  their  Spleen,  in  a 
Six»penny  Pamphlet,  called  Frauds  detedied 
in  Drugs, 

P.6.  “  I  am  far  from  defigning  to  charge 
all  Chymifts,  Druggifts,  or  others,  with 
‘‘  Mif-compounding,  Falfifying,  or  Adulte- 
rating  their  Medicines :  I  do  not  doubt 
but  there  may  be  very  juft  and  faithful 
Men  amongft  them.  I  have  the  greateft 
“  Reafon  to  believe,  from  .what  I  know, 
and  have  heard,  that  our  Navy  is  well 
ferved,  that  the  Army  was  never  better, 
“  if  fo  well  furniftied  with  perfedl  Drugs, 
and  Medicines  of  all  Kinds ;  therefore 
my  Obfervations,  cannot  in  the  leaft 
“  affedl  fuch  as  thefe,  and  are  meant  only 
of  others,  void  of  this  Integrity. 

Flo  !  Ho  !  You  will  not  charge  them  all  ? 
Why  that  is  kind,  very  kind.  Hufli  then  ! 
Not  a  Word  of  an  Apothecary,  as  you  value 
your  Charadler  ^  it  feems  there  may  be  fome 
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juft  and  faithful  Men  ;  but  who  are  they  ? 
Why  they  are  Apothecaries  forfooth,  and 
they  ferve  the  Navy  and  the  Army.  Oh! 
Your  Servant,  do  they  fo  ?  Aye  and  the  Navy 
and  the  Army,  might  be  better  ferved  may 
be^  and  above  Forty  per  Cent  cheaper  may 
be:  But  let  the  Government  look  to  that, 
the  Sea  Surgeons  complain  they  have  great 
Hardfhips  done  them,  they  are  cruelly 
treated,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  by  and  by, 
that  they  will  be  heard.  But  your  Obferva- 
tions,  are  meant  only  of  others,  void  of  this 
Integrity  :  Zounds  Man  what  are  you  about, 
your  Friends  will  think  you  banter  them  ; 
'what  Integrity  do  you  mean,  that  of  felling 
Forty  per  Cent^  dearer  than  others  can  afford 
to  fell  the  fame,  ora  better  Commodity? 
Here  take  Notice,  I  mean  the  Druggifts  and 
Chymifts,  who  defire  that  Vifitation,  which 
you  reprefent  them  to  be  fo  fearful  of: 
And  though  the  Warden  of  thefe  Grocer 
who  call  themfelves  Apothecaries^  only 
waits  upon  the  Phyfician,  as  a  Conftable 
does  upon  a  Juftice  of  Peace  :  Yet  all  Men 
think  it  both  fcandalous  and  fliameful,  that 
thefe  Grocers^  or  Green- grocers^  or  what 
you  pleafe  to  call  them,  (hould  be  joined 
in  Commiffion  with  a  famous,  learned  and 
renowned  College ;  and  llrut  about  with 
Gentlemen,  as  if  they  were  their  Equals, 
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when  they  know  themfelves  by  the  Trade 
they  force  in  other  People’s  Houfes,  to  be 
no  better  then  Pedlars^  and  that  they  had 
their  Original  from  an  Herb-ftalL  What ! 
And  fliall  fuch  Men  be  allowed  competent 
Judges  of  Medicine  ?  I  will  not  believe  it, 
’Tis  an  Advantage  to  the  Vanity  of  Fools^ 
that  Erafmus  never  dreamt  of. 

We  are  now  come  to  your  Gallimawfry 
Chapter  of  Drugs,  where  w^e  fhall  produce 
a  Specimen  or  two  of  your  Integrity.  You 
begin:  ‘‘  It  is  a  Thing  much  to  be  lament- 
ed,  that  we  receive  fo  few  Drugs  from  a- 
‘‘  broad,  pure  and  genuine  5  at  the  very 
beft,  they  almoft  all  come,  the  good  and 
“  bad  together,  and  they  are  mixt  with 
Stones  and  Straws,  and  Dirt, 
through  Carelefsnefs,  or  Fraud.”  Well 
is  it  the  Drugged:,  or  Chymift’s  Fault,  if 
Drugs  don’t  come  from  Abroad,  pure  and 
genuine,  or  that  they  come  good  and  bad 
together,  do  not  all  Goods  come  fo  ?  From 
Abroad  ?  And  is  it  thus,  you  fwell  the  black 
Account,  you  bring  againft  them  ?  It  is  al- 
moft  impoflible  for  Men  to  be  more  diligent 
and  careful,  or  to  take  more  Fains  then  they 
do,  how  often  may  you  fee  them  with  a 
Seron  of  Bark,  firft  lifting  away  the  Duft, 
then  feparating  the  fmall  Sort,  dividing  the 
large  and  Woody  from  the  more  delicate  and 
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curious  Qs^ll,  whilft  they  are  thus  a  cleanf- 
ing,  forting  and  dividing  of  their  Drugs. 
One  or  other  of  the  moft  eminent  Apothe¬ 
caries  alights  from  his  Chariot  at  the  Door, 
and  buys  up  all  the  Rafpings  of  the  Rhu¬ 
barb,  the  Siftings  of  the  Bark  and  the 
Sweepings  of  the  Shop  ;  does  he  buy  it  to 
burn,  think  you,  or  confcientioufly  to  de- 
llroy  it  for  the  Good  of  Mankind  ?  (as  they 
would  make  you  believe  in  their  Petition) 
no,  he  fays  he  only  wants  it  for  Powder, 
or  it  will  do  well  enough  in  the  Tinfture, 
or  Syrop,  or  fuch  like  Cant,  or  if  perchance 
he  purchafes  four  Ounces  of  the  better  Sort, 
only  to  keep  in  a  Glafs  and  fhew  his  Cuf- 
tomers,  has  he  not  four  Pounds  of  the  worft 
Sort  with  it  ?  and  has  not  the  Druggift  an 
Order  to  fend  him  four  Pound  more,  of 
the  worft  Sort  before  the  four  Ounces  are 
confumed  which  he  firft  bought  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  Sort  ?  I  don’t  tell  you,  that  I  believe  fo 
only,  and  as  I  am  told,  and  as  I  have  been 
informed,  thou  jefuitical  Adulterator  of 
Truth  and  Sophifticator  of  common  Senfe,  but 
I  advance  the  plain  and  naked  Truth,  let  the 
Druggeft  and  Chymift’s  Books  be  produced, 
and  it  will  be  found  fo.  Look  ye,  1  am  now 
fpeaking  of  the  moft  eminent  Apothecaries. 
You  have  been  informed  alfo,  that  ‘‘  they 
beat  in  their  Ingredients  unpicked  into 

the 
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the  mofi:  capital  Compofitions,  with  all 
their  Drofs  about  them/'  Nay,  and  what 
is  vvorfCj  they  fometimes  beat  in  nothing 
but  the  Drofs. 

O  rare  Sbylock^  you  are  for  a  Pound  of 
Flefh  next  the  Druggift's  Heart  I  fee ;  but 
pray  now,  if  he  beats  in  the  Drofs  with  the 
Drug,  where  has  he  the  Drofs  to  beat  in 
by  itfelf?  you  know  the  Apothecary  bought 
that,  and  could  he  be  fuppofed  to  beat  in 
the  Drofs  by  itfelf,  what  the  Devil  becomes 
of  the  Drug  ? 

You  tell  of  a  pernicious  Root  fent  from 
abroad  mixt  with  Gentian,  but  you  don’t 
tell  us,  that  a  Druggifl:  difcovered  it  to  be 
fo ;  had  there  been  enough  of  it  in  the 
Hands  of  thefe  Homicides^  they  would  have 
poifoned  all  Londoft  and  its  Suburbs  before 
they  would  have  found  it  out,  for  all  they 
know,  or  delire  to  know  of  Drugs,  is  how 
to  buy  them  cheap ;  and  this  great  Wonder 
which  you  have  lugged  into  your  ftrange 
Difcovery  of  Frauds,  came  but  in  one  Par¬ 
cel,  nor  can  the  People  abroad  be  thought 
to  have  done  this  by  way  of  Lucre,  fince  a 
cheaper  Drug  than  Gentian  can  hardly  be 
fublfituted  in  its  Place  5  thus,  according  t(J 
Art  (to  make  ufe  of  an  Expreffion  of  your 
own)  you  feem  to  have  “  powdered  over 
the  Surfaces''  of  the  moft  villainous  Falf- 
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hoods,  and  trirrCd  your  Account  of  Frauds 
with  great  Artifice  and  a  fpecious  Oatfidc, 
to  render  them  fit  for  your  dark  Purpofe  • 
and  your  Pamphlet  is  in  reality,  to  anfwer 
its  Title,  filled  with  Frauds,  Deceits,  Dif¬ 
ferences  and  Incertainties  either  of  your  own 
Ailing  or  Invention. 

Nay,  if  Fragments  and  Siftings^  as  you 
have  been  told,  are  put  into  Elediuaries^  and 
if  the  Prefcription  is  difcredited  and  the  Pa- 
tient  langiii^jes  from  the  bad  Condition  of  the 
Drug^  be  pleafed  to  remember  who  it  was 
that  bought  it,  and  who  it  is  that  ap¬ 
plies  it. 

It  is  a  cuftomary  thing  (you  fay)  for  Peo¬ 
ple  to  carry  their  Receipts  to  be  made  up, 
at  the  firft' noted  Shop  in  their  way.”  I  would 
be  glad  to  know  where  People  fhould  carry 
their  Receipts  to  be  made  up,  but  to  the 
noted  Shops,  tlie  noted  Shops  are  faithful 
and  honeft  ;  it  is  by  Their  Fidelity  and  Ko^ 
nefty  that  they  fiiTt  become  noted  (which  is 
even  beyond  the  Conception  of  an  Apothe¬ 
cary.)  Beiides,  the  Phyfician  advifes  it  for 
three  fubftantial  Reafons.  Firft,  that  the 
Apothecary  ftiall  not  fteal  his  Patient  from 
him  in  conjandlionwith  the^Undertaker.  Se« 

^  The  Undertaker’s  Company  have  two  Men  iii 
conftant  Attendance  upon  the  eminent  pradifmg  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  and  pay  a  Crown  for  every  Funeral  they  get, 
to  his  Servant  for  his  Intelligence. 

condly, 
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condly,  he  is  fare  of  having  the  Medicine 
honeftly  prepared ;  and,  Thirdly,  his  Pa¬ 
tient  can’t  afford  to  be  robbed.  What  think 
you  now,  are  not-thefe  tolerable  good  Rea¬ 
sons  ?  Nay,  and  give  me  leave  to  affbre  you 
that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  many  of  both 
Houfes,  Nobility,  Gentry  and  others,  and 
of  the  Commonalty  to  a  Man,  that  the  Drug- 
gifts  and  Chymifts  flaould  rather  have 
brought  their  Complaint  againft  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  than  the  Apothecaries  againft  any 
body  elfe ;  nor  is  it  poftible  in  Nature,  for 
the  Apothecary  to  clear  up  his  Charadler,  or 
put  himfelf  (in  Point  of  Care,  Labour,  Di¬ 
ligence,  Fidelity,  or  Integrity)  upon  a  Foot¬ 
ing  with  his  Competitor,  when  he  knows 
in  his  own  Confcience,  that  what  he  buys 
of  them  for  one  Guinea,  he  fells  again  for 
fifty.  You  have  heard  like  wife  of  the 
ufelefs  Refiduum  of  Jalap  being  powder’d 
with  a  little  of  the  frefti  Root,  and  fold 
for  true  Powder  of  Jalap.”  A  ufelefs 
Refiduum  indeed,  till  you  found  a  Ufe  for 
it,  Clodius  Accufat  Machos,  fays  the  Saty-^ 
rift  ;  and  it  is  a  Spanifo  Proverb,  that  a 
Man  fhould  never  throw  Stones  whofe 
Houfe  is  built  of  Glafs.  Lex  Lationis,  was 
the  great  Law  of  Nature,  and  it  is  a  Maxim 
in  human  Policy.  Vulpinari  cumVulpe,  Have 
at  you  then,  in  the  Words  of  Macduff,  and 
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curfl:  be  he  who  firft  cries  hold,  enough. 
Now  pray  give  me  leave  to  alk  you,  if  a 
Pound  of  Sperma  Cceti  (  which  an  Apothe¬ 
cary  buys  for  Sixteen -pence,  and  of  which 
when  retailed  by  fmall  Parcels  in  Draughts, 
Eolufes,  &c.  he  makes  above  fix  Pound)  do 
you  mind  me,  is  not  a  greater  Cheat*  and 
more  a  Robbery  upon  the  Publick  from  a 
fingle  Pound  only  of  that  Article,  than  a 
Chymift  or  Druggift  can  get  by  your  ridi^ 
culous  Account  of  a  Deceit  in  Powder  of 
Jalap  through  the  Courfe  of  his  whole  Life, 
Page  the  loth,  you  fay,  ■'  Its, to  be  feared 
fmall  Apothecaries  don’t  knew  the  proper 
Specks  of  Plants  of  our  own  Growth, 
much  lefs  the  Marks  of  foreign  Drugs, 
either  as  to  their  Sort  or  Goodnefs.’’ 

I  believe  the  Judgment  of  great  and 
fmall  Apothecaries  are  pretty  much  upon 
a  Par  3  but  fure  you  don’t  give  this  as  a 
Reafon  for  their  being  made  competent 
Judges  of  Medicine,  and  Infpecdiors  of 
the  Goodnefs  of  fuch  Things  whofe  Sorts 
and  Differences  you  own  they  don’t  fo  much 
as  know  how  to  diflinguiih.  Here,  Sir,  I 
fliall  fubferibe  myfelf  of  your  Opinion. 
The  next  Complaint  is,  that  the  Mer- 
•  ^  chant  receives  them  and  pots  them  in  his 
«  Ware-houfes,  and  then  fells  them  to  the 
“  Druggift,  who  fells  them  to  the  xApotbe- 
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cary,  and  you  never  heard,  that  out  of  a 
Principle  of  Confcience,  he  deflroyed  any 
Commodity/'  I'ou  believe  it  is  not  the 
general  Cullom. 

What  is  the  Meaning  of  this  fenfelefs 
Harrangue,  don't  all  Merchandl^::e  go  from 
one  Man  to  another  after  the  fame  Manner? 
Did  you  ever  hear  ^of  any  Apothecary,  or 
that  Apothecaries  Hall  deflroyed  their  Medi¬ 
cines  out  of  a  Principle  of  Confcience  ?  I  be^ 
lieve  it  is  not  their  general  Cufiom, 

Now  we  come  to  the  Deceits  which  ufed 
to  be  pradtifcd  on  the  Ccmpofitions  of  the 
old  Fkarmacofcea^  upon  which  you  build 
your  Conclufion,  that  what  has  been  may 
be  ;  aye  indeed,  and  its  a  Matter  of  great 
concern  to  you,  and  you  have  taken  great 
Pains  to  come  at  all  the  Information  you 
could  get."  Now  is  not  this  talking  like  an 
Apothecary,  and  may  we  not  reafonably 
conclude,  that  you  are  fome  how  or  other 
concerned  and  interefted  in  thisAffair?  Come, 
come,  I  know  you  are  ;  you  have  tranfcrib- 
ed  private  Receipts,  and  have  had  it  com¬ 
municated  to  you  b^  Perfons  you  could  de¬ 
pend  upoUj  fome  of  your  Accomplices  voho 
were  concerned  themfelves^  and  lamented  the 
Necefjity  they  were  under  of  being  Rogues^ 
(and  whom  you  therefore  moft  confcienti- 
oufly  Impeach)  Thefe  are  the  honeft  Gen- 
a  tlemea 
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tlemen  who  Told  you  of  their  own  Villainy,  and 
whoje  Words  you  may  depend  upon.  Such  a 
Confeffion  as  this  might  flagger  a  tracing 
Juftice,  and  would  not  be  admitted  for  Evi¬ 
dence  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Now,  its  fupri- 
zing  to  me,  that  with  more  Induflry  than 
mofl  Men,  and  (according  to  your  Account) 
more  Ways  of  becoming  rich,  that  fo  few 
Chymifls  and  Druggifls  fliould  build  them- 
felves  fine  Houfes,  purchafe  Country  Seats, 
and  have  large  Sums  out  at  Intercft,  or  ride, 
about  in  their  Chariots ;  and  yet  the  honeft 
Apothecary  can  do  all  this  in  five  or  fix 
Years  Time,  tho’  he  began  the  World  from 
the  Credit  given  him  by  the  Chymifl,  with 
perhaps,  fifty  Pounds  gathered  mxhtCbrifl- 
mas  Box  of  his  Apprenticefhip  the  early  Pit¬ 
tance  of  his  Parfimony. 

The  next  Thing  1  lhall  prelent  you  with,  is 
^THiops  Mineral  robbed  of  a  Part  of 
its  ^utchftoser  and  Cordial  \Yaters  of  a 
Pennyworth  of  Spice.  Here,  having  took 
your  Obfervations  from%/»ry’sDifpenfatory, 
you  place  it  to  the  Account  of  a  private  Re¬ 
ceipt  as  ufual,  and  then  drop  upon  Black 
Cherry  Water,  which  you  tell  us  is 
lometimes  made  from  Almond  Cakes,  and 
what  is  J'Voife,  fometimes  from  Laurel- 
Leaves.  Credit  quis  vult,  non  ego ;  aye,  but 
Laurel  Leaves  is  Poifon,  fay  you,  and  fo  is 
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the  Slaver  of  an  infinuating  Knave,  fay  L 
]f  black  Cherry- Water  had  been  drawn 
from  Poifon,  more  Children  wou’d  have 
been  kill’d  by  it  in  a  Week,  than  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  Herod's,  Cruelty.  But  to  fhew 
you  that  this  famous  Water,  which  you 
make  fuch  a  Stir  about,  is  as  infipid  and  in- 
lignificant  as  your  own  Difeoveries,  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  have  left  it  out  of  their 
new  Pharmacopem^  as  ufelefs. 

The  next  terrible  Accufation  is,  that  Loca¬ 
te  llus  Balsom,  is  defrauded  of  a  Bit  of 
Bees-wax  ;  which,  if  ever  done,  muft  be,  zsyoii 
fay^  according  to  your  own  Receipt.  However, 
the  Phylicians  themfelves  judge  it  to  have 
been  of  too  hard  a  Confiftency,  and  fo 
have  alter’d  it,  by  adding  more  Oyl,  and 
lefs  Turpentine.  The  Basilicon  Oint¬ 
ment  is  reprefented  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  Manner,  But  if  the  Mufliroom  Fra¬ 
ternity  robb’d  by  no  more  profitable  Me¬ 
thods,  they  wou’d  not  parade  it  about  the 
Town  in  Chariots,  which  they  themfelves 
are  often  at  a  Stand  to  know  whether  they 
(liou’d  get  in  to  or  ride  behind.  Nor  can  it 
be  imagin’d,  in  the  Preparation  of  Ca¬ 
lomel,  that  a  Sublimation  or  two  fliou’d 
be  omitted,  to  fave  Trouble  only.  No¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  unprofitable  Dif- 
honefty  of  fuch  a  Negleit,  but  the  unpa¬ 
rallelled 
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rallelled  Villainy  of  hiiTi,  who,  void  of 
common  Humanity ,  feeks,  by  afperfing 
Men’s  Characters,  to  edablith  upon  their 
Ruin,  a  Generation  of  Blood-fuckers,  who 
have  engaged  themfelves  in  the  moft  disho¬ 
nourable  Confederacies,  for  mean  and  mer¬ 
cenary  Ends. 

In  Rawleigh’s  Confection,  the  Chy- 
mift  is  accufed  of  not  burning  the  Herbs 
after  Infufion,  to  procure  the  Salt  to  be  added 
to  the  Compofition,  becaufe  of  the  Expence  of 
Fire.  I  don’t  know  that  thofe  honefl:  Gentle¬ 
men  that  Serve  the  Navy  and  the  Ariny  do  it.  I 
never  heard  they  did  ;  but  I  know  it  does 
not  fignify  a  Farthing  whether  they  do  or 
no.  Here  you  muft  certainly  have  forgot 
your  InftruClions ;  and  you  betray  both  the 
Ignorance  and  Malice  of  your  Mafters,  when 
you  fay,  they  don!t  burn  the  Herbs  becaufe 
of  the  Expence  of  Fire  ^  for  every  body 
but  an  Apothecary  knows,  that  they  are  in- 
fiameable,  from  the  Spirit  they  imbibe  by 
Infufion,  and  may  be  fet  on  Fire  with  a 
Match  ;  nor  does  the  College,  in  their  late 
Difpenfatory,  feem  to  like  this  extolled  Me¬ 
dicine,  but  have  fubftituted  another  in  its 
room,  more  efficacious,  lefs  expenfive,  and 
prepared  with  half  the  Trouble  ;  fo  that  the 
Bolus’s  which  u(ed  to  be  charged  at  fuch  an 
extravagant  Rate,  for  that  coldly  Compofi- 
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tion,  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh's  Confedlion,  mzf 
may  now  be  foW  for  Sixpence,  and  Profit 
enough  for  Attendance. 

In  the  Di  AC  AS  SI  A  with  Manna,  the 
Syrop  of  Violets  is  faid  to  have  been  left  out  i 
(why  let  it)  beeaufe  the  Phyfieians  don’t 
think  proper  it  fhou’d  be  in^  and  have  put 
Syrop  of  Rofes  in  its  Place. 

I  can’t  help  thinking,  that  a  Man  who 
was  refolved  to  go  through  thick  and  thin, 
and  flick  at  nothing,  might  have  invented  a 
Mufler*roll  of  Difcoveries  more  to  his  Pur- 
pofe.  But  to  proceed  i 

We  now  come  to  the  Account  of  PlA'*^ 
STERs,  where  you  are  as  free  from  Mi- 
flake  as  in  the  other  Compofitions.  Here, 
according  to  you,  the  general  Method  is 
‘‘  to  put  in  a  faline  uncleanfed  Sort  of  Lard, 
inflead  of  Oyl.”  I  know  but  of  one 
Sort  of  Lard,  and  that  not  faline,  which  I 
dare  fay  was  never  ufed  by  any  Chymift 
that  knew  how  to  make  Diachylon. 
Befides,  fome  eminent  Surgeons  of  this 
Town  affure  me,  that  Lard  is  fo  far  from 
caufing  Infammations^  Heats^  or  Eruptions,, 
that  it  is  even  a  lenient  defeniitive,  and  to¬ 
tally  the  Reverfe  of  what  you  affirm  it  to  be. 

When  we  are  told  of  the  Diachylon 
with  Gums,  and  the  Paracelsus  being 
vitiated  with  Burgundy  Pitchy  inflead  of  the 
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warm  Gums,  and  that  it  Jtops  Perfpiratton^ 
and  loads  the  Part  with  a  detain'd  Matter, 
Your  Defcription  is  loaded  with  a  Matter 
not  unlike  the  Tumour  you  wou'd  defcribe  5 
for  1  appeal  to  all  who  have  any  Know¬ 
ledge  in  Surgery,  if  they  know  a  more  pro¬ 
per  Method  of  fuppurating  a  Tumour,  by 
Way  of  Plaifter,  otherwifc  then  by  Hopping 
up  the  Pores  as  clofe  as  may  be. 

The  Mel  ILOTE  has  alfo  a  Greennefs  given 
it  by  Verdigreafe  injiead  of  the  Herb^  but  to 
what  Purpofe  I  am  a  Stranger.  Is  there 
any  Thing  cheaper  than  the  Herb  ?  I  be¬ 
lieve  no  Shop  but  your  own  makes  it  after 
that  Manner ;  nay,  the  Herb  itfelf  is  of  fo 
little  Ufe,  and  the  Plaifter  fo  offenlive,  that 
it  is  left  out  in  the  prefent  Pharmacopaa^ 
and  the  Plaifter  Jltrahens  is  fubftituted  in  its 
Stead,  which  will  moft  effedually  prevent 
the  Addition  of  the  Verdigreafe,  you  know. 
P.  18.  The  Lenitive  Electuary 
was  made  in  a  more  compendious  Manner 
than  the  Rule  warranted,  by  adding  the  lefs 
expenfive  Pulp  oiPamarinds  and  Damfens^ 
injflead  of  Primes P  What  a  Pox !  are 
Damfens  to  be  found  in  a  Chymift’s  Shop  ? 
When  did  .you  ever  fee  them  there  ?  Why, 
Man,  you^  forget  yourfelf  ^  this  muft  be 
meant  of  your  Friends  the  Green-Grocers^ 
alias  the  Apothecaries  1  and  as  for  Tama- 
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rtndsj  they  are  more  expenfive  than  Prunes. 
I  fuppofe  you  don’t  intend  to  prove  that 
they  cheat  themfelves.  Nor  can  the  Caflia 
be  omitted,  by  Reafon  of  its  Colour  and 
Smell,  tho’  you  have  been  told  it  anfwers  the 
Purpofe  very  well,  if  you  might  take  their 
Words  for  it ;  and  why  wont  you  take 
their  Words  for  it?  You  have  took  their 
Words,  or  ftole  their  Receipts,  or  fuch  like 
Evidence,  for  every  Thing  which  you  have 
recounted  as  Truth  hitherto,  ’till  I  believe 
you  begin  to  be  pretty  well  fatisfied,  that 
nobody  but  an  Apothecary  will  take  yours. 

The  tliree  capital  Eledtuaries,  Diascor- 
DiuM,  Mi  THR  I  DATE,  and  Venice., 
Treacle,  are  here  reprefented  as  the  three 
Capital  Artifices  of  a  fraudulent  Invention. 
Firft,  the  Spices  and  Gums  are  all  left 
out,  now  they  are  put  in,  in  Part  only ; 
“  and  then  they  are  all  put  in,  but  un- 
ftrain’d,  and  with  their  drofly  Parts/’ 
Hear  a  wholefale  Dealer  tells  you  all  his  Se.. 
crets,  and  fhews  you  how  to  let  dowfi  Venice-- 
1  reach  with  clarified  Honey.  Now  I  fup¬ 
pofe  we  may  take  his  Word,  if  we  pleafe. 
However,  be  fo  kind  for  once  as  to  take 
my  Word,  when  I  tell  you  that  thefe  three 
Capital  Medicines  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Chymift’s  Shop,  faithfully  prepared ;  but  in 
the  Shop  of  the  fraudulent  Apothecary, 

D  2  they 


(  28  ) 

they  are  to  be  found  let  down  with  Honey, 
In  the  next  Place  we  are  to  be  entertained 
with  another  Receipt  (of  a  Shop  of  very  great 
^rade)  which  you  have  now  before  you. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to  afk  you 
here,  how  you  come  by  all  thefe  Receipts. 
I  dont  remember  to  have  heard  of  any  of 
their  Shops  being  broke  open  ;  and  yet  it  is 
impoffible  you  fhould  come  by  them  ho-r 
neftly  :  So  that  there  is  no  one  V/ay  in 
the  World,  that  I  know  of  to  acquit  you 
of  the  Theft,  but  by  finding  you  guilty  of 
the  Lie.  Nay,  wasthe  Elixir  Proprie-? 
TATIS  likewife  to  be  prepared,  according 
to  your  Receipt,  (which  I  firmly  believe  it 
never  was)  no  fuch  Profit  could  arife  from  it : 
And  when  you  fay  it  is  a  powerful  Tempt a-‘ 
iton  to  an  avaritious  Trader^  what  Opinion 
are  we  to  entertain  of  your  refitting  a  Temp¬ 
tation,  which  you  acknowledge  to  be  fo 
powerful,  when  it  (hall  be  difeovered  that 
you  are  an  avaritious  Trader, 

And  again,  the  Elixir  of  Vitriol  is 
JubjeBed  to  a  Variety  of  Subjlitutes  in  the 
Room  of  its  Spices,  In  the  Name  of  Dull- 
nefs  what  Sort  of  Fraud  do  you  call  this  ? 
Becaufe  its  poflible  that  any  Thing  may  be 
altered  ?  Is  that  a  Reafon  that  it  is?  To 
fteal  a  Man's  Purfe  would  be  a  pardonable 
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and  a  modeft  Offence,  when  compared  with 
fuch  an  Affaffine. 

The  next  is  Liquid  Laudanum,  'which 
has  been  ufed  to  be  robbed,  as  you  term  it,  of 
Part  of  its  Saffron,  and  you  believe  of  its 
Opium  too.  What  a  malicious  and  wicked 
Inlinuation  is  here  of  a  Robbery,  and  to 
what  Purpofe  can  it  be  committed,  when  a 
full  Dofe  of  this  Medicine  is  worth  no 
more  than  the  fifth  Part  of  a  Farthing, 
whofe  Effects  will  immediately  difcover  the 
Integrity  of  the  Preparer. 

Another  Inftance  given  of  Fraud  is  in 
the  Pills  Cochin  Minoris  and  De 
DU  OB  us,  which  you  had  from  a  Sight  of 
/landing  Receipts  for  both,  if  this  had  been 
done  at  a  Chymifts,  or  a  ShopDf  noted  Trade 
and  great  Bufinefs,  you  would  have  told  us 
fo  in  thofe  Terms  as  ufual,  but  as  you  have 
not,  it  may  be  the  common  Praftice  of 
every  pitiful,  pedling  Apothecary  in  Town 
for  what  I  know,  tho’  the  great  Robbery 
complained  of,  is  not  the  fourth  Part  of  a 
Farthing  in  a  Dofe,  fo  that  this  remote,  ten 
times  removed  round-about  Evidence  of 
yours,  which  you  have  been  colledling  ever 
lince  the  Publication  of  the  oXdi  Pharmacopaa 
in  the  Year  Twenty,  is  no  Evidence  at  all. 
Would  any  Man  be  heard  in  a  Court  of 
Judicature,  think  you,  that  attempted  to 
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vouch  the  Truth  of  what  he  had  been  lix 
and  twenty  Years  a  gathering  together  from 
Hearfays,  private  Receipts,  idle  Whifpers, 
drunken  Narratives  and  old  Wives  Tale?. 
By  this  Time,  I  doubt  not,  but  it  will  ap¬ 
pear,  that  you  are  a  partial,  interefted  Pub- 
lifher  of  Falfhoods,  which  you  deliver  to 
the  W^orld  as  your  own  Difcoveries,  that 
many  Things  which  you  utter,  are  impoffible 
to  be  committed,  and  the  reft  highly  im¬ 
probable,  and  though  it  fhould  be  granted, 
that  fome  of  them  may  be  committed,  we 
are  then  to  confider  who  are  the  likelieft 
Perfons  to  do  it :  Such  as  have  hitherto  pre^ 
ferved  the  Reputation  of  being  honeft  Men, 
whofe  Adlions  and  known  Humanity  pro¬ 
claim  it  to  the  Face  of  Day,  who  have  ever 
been  contented  and  fatisfied  with  a  fmall 
Profit,  whofe  Labours  are  publick  Benefits 
and  calculated  for  the  Good  of  Mankind, 
or  thefe  Racha^  thefe  Pharifees^  thefe  Apo^ 
thecaries^  whofe  Extortions  exceed  a  thou^ 
fand  Fold,  thofe  of  the  Pawn-brokers,  whofe 
Avarice  can  be  exceeded  by  nothing  But 
their  Cruelty,  and  whofe  Learning  would 
not  intitle  them  to  the  Benefit  of  their 
Clergy,  it  were  an  eafy  Matter  to  produce 
more  Inftances  in  a  Week  againft  them,  then 
you  have  collefted  againft  the  Druggift  and 
Chymifts  in  fix  and  twenty  Years. 


The 
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The  next  Adulteration  fpoken  of,  is  in 
Hi  ERA  Pick  A,  which  is  faid  to  want  its 
Spices  and  Saffron^  but  that  it  did  not  is  de- 
monftrable  from  this,  the  Phyficians  in  their 
new  Difpenfary,  having  left  out  all  the  Saf¬ 
fron  and  Spices,  except  a  little  Winter’s- 
Bark ;  vaft  Numbers  of  People  who  ufed 
this  Medicine,  have  proved  themfelves  to  be 
Judges  of  the  Alteration  of  it,  and  have 
given  Orders  to  have  it  prepared  as  ufual. 

If  a  Druggift  or  Chymift  is  barely  fuf- 
pefted  of  a  Deceit,  let  him  immediately  be 
iiimmoned  to  appear  before  the  Company 
and  puniflied,  but  if  an  Apothecary  be  de- 
tedted  in  a  thoufand,  why  let  him  alone. 

But  the  greateft  Impolition  of  all  is  in 
counterfeiting  the  celebrated  Gascon's 
Powder  ;  here  the  Outcry  of  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  is  very  extraordinary,  becaufe  the 
Druggift  and  Chymift  have  unmaiked  the 
Villainy  of  this  profitable  Article  :  You  muft 
know,  that  the  Names  of  feveral  coftly  Me¬ 
dicines  are  only  made  ufe  of  to  carry  on  and 
fupport  the  Cheat  upon  the  Publick,  and  to 
juftify  the  Pretence  of  felling  them  at  fo 
high  a  Rate.  Here  I  refer  all  People  to 
their  Apothecary's  Bill,  you  will  there  find 
Bezoardick  Draughts,  Bezoardick  Bolufes, 
Bezoardick  Powders,  when  the  Apothecary, 
perhaps,  never  had  a  Grain  of  it  in  his  Shop 
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in  Ills  whole  Life,  let  the  Druggifts  and 
Chymifts  Books  be  looked  into,  and  in 
four  hundred  Articles,  to  four  hundred  dif¬ 
ferent  Apothecaries^  there  is  not  a  lingle 
Grain  of  Bezoar  fold,  whereas,  if  Three 
Grains  of  it  only  was  put  by  the  Apothecary 
info  the  famous  Gafcon's  Powder,  it  would 
coft  but  Two-pence,  and  he  fells  it  for  half 
a  Crown,  and  twenty  Grains  of  Pearl,  fo 
highly  charged  by  him,  will  coft  no  more  ; 
and  yet  he  has  no  more  of  Pearl  than  he 
has  of  Bezoar. 

ylnd  here  1  could  a  l*ale  unfold. 

But  (in  the  Words  of  an  honeft  Ghoft) 
this  Blazon  muji  not  be. 

However,  I  have  faid  enough  to  make 
you  draw  in  your  Plorns,  and  be  a  little 
more  wary  for  the  Future  how  you  affront 
the  City,  by  fetting  up  your  Caitiff  of  a 
Pot- carrier  for  the  Pattern  of  a  Fair-Trader. 
But  to  proceed,  I  have  not  Room  here  to 
recite  the  whole  Hiftory  of  the  Frauds  of 
Bezoar,  whofe  Virtues  are  as  great  a  Cheat 
as  he  that  pretends  to  ufe  it  when  he  has 
it  not  in  his  Shop,  feveral  learned  Phyficians 
have  wrote  againft  it ;  it  is  the  Difeafe  of  an 
Animal,  nor  can  we  fay,  that  it  diffolves  in 
the  Stomach  when  powdered.  Cordial  Virtue 
it  has  none,  and  has  been  proved  to  move 
neither  the  Blood  nor  Spirits,  and  feems  to 
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be  only  calculated  as  an  expenfive  Article  ta 
countenance  the  notorious  Extravagance  of 
the  Apothecary’s  Bill. 

It  kerns,  iu  the  Lapis  Contrayrva 
the  F earls  were  omitted,  I  tell  you  once  more 
the  Apothecary  has  no  Pearls ;  fearch  an 
hundred  Shops,  you  fhall  not  find  one.  I 
remember  I  once  afked  an  eminent  Apothe*- 
cary  why  he  charged  Pearl  fo  often,  but  ne¬ 
ver  let  his  Patients  have  any  ?  Upon  which  he 
pay’d  hisCuftomers  a  pretty  Compliment,  by 
telling  me,  he  did  not  chufe  to  cajl  his  Pearl 
before  Swine. 

Sal  Prunel,  you  fay,  is  frequently  adiiL 
terated  with  Almn,  was  there  ever  fuch  an 
ignorant  AfTertion;  here  you  are  ftrangely  put 
.to  your  Shifts.  For  the  Chymift  to  mix 
Sal  Prunel  with  Alom,  is  a  Thing  impofli- 
ble  in  Nature.  What  a  Blunder  have  you 
betrayed  yourfelf '  by,  Alo7n  will  not 
melt  with  Nitre,  the  one  being  a  real  Sul¬ 
phur  and  the  other  a  fixt  Salt. 

The  Species  Di  ambr^  too  was  liable  to 
Abufe.  What  Sort  of  Reafon  do  you  call 
this ;  is  there  a  Thing  in  the  World  biit  what 
is  liable  to  abufe,  every  honeftMan  is  liable  to 
Abufe,  which  is  the  only  Thing  that  you 
have  proved  fufficiently. 
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T’haf  the  Spirit i  (?y'SALVOLAT  ile,  are 
differently  made^  and  cheapo  is  the  next  Com¬ 
plaint. 

I  very  well  know,  that  a  cheap  Medicine 
will  always  be  complained  againft  by  thofe 
who  make  every  Medicine  a  dear  one^  but 
you  might  have  pocketed  this  Obfervation 
with  vour  Receipts,  if  you  had  looked  over 
the  laft  Pharmacopsea,  w'here  the  Phyficians 
have  given  two  difterent  Sorts  and  neither  of 
them  expenfive. 

The  next  Accufation  is, 

That  the  Spirit  of  Hartshorn  is 
drawn  from  a  Variety  of  Animal  Sub- 
“  fiances  different  from  what  it  ought  to 
be,  ^iz.  from  urinous  Mixtures,  from  com-- 
mon  Bones  of  any  kind,  and  from  Ivory, 
I  knew  a  Chymift,  (fay  you)  who  never 
ufed,  as  he  himfelf  acknowledged  to  me, 
any  other  Material  than  the  laftmention- 
ed,  and  who  always  fold  it  for  the  true 
Hartfhorn  Spirit.’’ 

Your  good  Friend  the  Chymift,  who  told 
you  this  Canterbury  Story,  was,  in  my  OpR 
nion,  a  very  arch  Fellow  5  he  certainly 
fmoaked  you  for  an  Informer^  and  ’accord¬ 
ingly  under  the  Sandlion  of  promifed  Secrefy, 
told  you  what  he  knew  you  would  divulge, 
he  has  ftampt  I'rium  literarum  Homo  upon 
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your  Cheek.’  Why  Man,  you  can*t  think 
how  the  Chymifts  laugh  at  you  about  your 
Account  of  Ivory,  The  great  Boerhaave 
fays,  that  the  Oil,  Salt  and  Spirit  of  all 
Animal  Bodies  are  alike,  but  that  Harffiorn 
is  indued  with  the  greateft  Quantity  of  cac£^ 
and  is  the  very  cheapeft  Material  that  they 
can  be  drawn  from.  For  the  h/rnf  Harfjhorn^ 
when  the  Oil,  Salt  and  Spirit  are  taken 
from  it,  is  fold  for  as  much  as  it  coft  at 
firft  j  fo  that  the  Man  who  fhould  be 
obliged  to  draw  it  from  Ivory if  he  fold 
large  Quantities,  muft  inevitably  be  undone. 
What  a  fine  Tale  have  you  told  for  the 
Good  of  the  Publick.  Aliquid  de  land 
Caprind, 

As  to  the  Diacodium,  or  Syrop  of  white 
Poppy- Head, and  the  Tinfture  of  R  H  u  b  a  k  b, 
they  are  fo  eafily  prepared,  that  every 
Family  that  has  a  Houfe- keeper  cr  an  old 
Woman  in  it, can  make  themthemfelves,  but 
if  the  Tindure  is  prepared  by  the  Chyniifc, 
with  the  bad  picked  from  a  Heap,  (of  the 
Good)  let  it  fuffice  to  prove,  that  they  are 
Mafters  of  a  large  Quantity  of  fo  ufefol  a. 
IJrug,  which  you  may  be  certain  they  ufe  in 
theCompofitions  of  their  own  Shops,  for  Rea- 
fons  that  are  obvious  to  every  body,  who 
knows  the  faving  Artifices  of  an  Apothecary 
in  the  Purchafe  of  his  Medicines, 

E  CO  N- 
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Having  thus  waited  upon  you  through 
Avq  and  twenty  tedious  Pages,  and  finifhed 
your  mofl  iniquitous  and  fraudulent  Account 
of  Frauds ;  can  it  be  imagined,  at  laft,  that 
we  who  have  hitherto  fo  widely  diiFered  in 
our  Sentiments  of  Men  and  Things,  fliould 
yet  agree  in  our  Conclufion,  viz,  that  it  is 
to  be  wiihed,  that  the  Wifdom  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  would  exert  kfelf  for  the  Publick- 
Good,  and  form  fome  equitable  Law  for 
the  more  eitectual  retraining  of  fuch  as 
adulterate  the  Medicines  which  they  are 
directed  to  prepare.  But  fiiall  the  Offender 
be  in  veiled  with  a  Power  of  palling  Sen¬ 
tence  '  upon  his  own  Offence.  All  former 
Statutes  were  made,  intended  and  defigned 
to  put  a  Stop  to  the  avaritious  Pradlice  of 
the  ignorant  Apothecary,^  To  take  Power 
from  him,  not  to  invefl  him  with  it  •  and 
to  make  him  honejl^  if  pwffible.  By  what 
llrange  Pveverfe  of  Good-Policy  then  does 
the  Felon  expeft,  that  he  fltall  be  made  a 
JadgCj  and  appointed  to  put  thofe  Laws  in 

execution 
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execution  upon  others,  which  were  intend- 
"  ed  for  his  own  Punifhment  ^  it  is  equally 
unreafonable  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  a 
Fee  for  vifiting  his  Patient,  fince  it  may  be 
eafily  demonft rated,  that  in  a  Bill  of  ^fifty 
Guineas,  he  is  paid  fifty  Pounds  only  for 
his  Attendance.  But  what  AA  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  can  provide  againft  the  following  Piece 
of  Roguery. 

A  certain  noble  Duke,  not  long  fince, 
fent  to  his  Apothecary  for  ten  Bottles  of 
Water  ^  the  Servants  being  otherways 
employed,  gave  a  written  Diredlion  to  a  Man 
who  ufed  to  go  on  Errands  for  the  Family, 
defiring  oY  the  Apothecary,  that  the  ABon 
Water  might  be  fent  by  the  Bearer  r  the  Fel¬ 
low  delivered  his  Order  to  the  Apothecary's 
Man,  who  went  backward  to  the  Yard,  and 
was  heard  to  pump  feveral  Times,  when 
prefently  he  brought  in,  and  fet  upon  the 
Counter  ten  Bottles  uncorked  whofe  Out- 
fides  trickled  down  with  Water  ;  he  after- 
\vards  faw  him  weigh  out  a  certain  Powder 
and  put  a  fmall  Quantity  of  it  into  each 
Bottle,  he  then  corked  the  Bottles,  and  de¬ 
livered  them  to  be  carried  home  to  the  Duke’s 
as  ABon  Water,  The  Man  made  a  faith¬ 
ful  P^eport  of  what  had  happened,  the  A- 
pothecary  was,  fent  for,  and  cliarged  with 

the 
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the  Faft,  which  be  could  not  deny,  hat 
kid  the  Blame  upon  the  Negledk  of  his' 
Servant* 

^lare^  Whether  it  does  not  appear,  from 
all  the  Circumftances  of  this  Story,  that  the 
Apothecary  was  an  old  Offender  ? 

Dodtor  burner  tells  a  Story  to  the  lame 
Purpofe,  of  a  Woman  that  came  to  an  Apo¬ 
thecaries  in  the  City,  and  afked  for  fome 
^qua  Planfaginis^  but  was  difmifs’d  by  the 
Man’s  telling  her  they  had  none.  The 
Mafter  of  the  Shop  overhearing  what  had 
pafs’d,  came  forward  and  reproach’d  him 
thus:  ‘‘  Aqua  Plan-tagi-iiis^  and  we  have 
none  ;  you  foolifli  Rafcal !  cou’dn’t  you 
have  given  her  fome  Aqua  Pump-pagmis  ? 
and  wou’d  not  that  have  done  as  well  ?’^ 
I  find  Aqua  Pimp-paginis  is  a  confiderable 
Article  in  an  Apothecary’s  Shop. 

Had  the  Druggifts  and  Chymifts  took  it 
in  their  Heads  to  recriminate,  they  might 
have  colledtcd  from  every  Apothecary’s  Shop 
in  London,  twenty  Articles  that  would  have 
been  condemned  at  the  Hall,  if  it  had  not 
been  told  before-hand  where  they  were 
bought.  Dodlor  Pitf^  Fellow  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  and  the  Royal  Society, 
and  Phyfician  of  St.  Partholemew" ^  Hofpi- 
tal,  has  left  us  Tranferipts  of  a  Depofition, 
afferted  before  the  Preiident  and  Cenfors  of 

the 
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the  College  of  Phyficians,  of  feveral  Medi¬ 
cines  bought  of  the  moft  eminent  and  ap¬ 
plauded  Governors  and  Members  of  the 
Apothecaries  Company,  which  were  fo  np- 
torioufly  fophifticated,  and  fo  fcandalou% 
defejftive,  that  there  was  not  one  good  Me¬ 
dicine  to  make  amends  for  the  reft.  No¬ 
thing  could  equal  the  Villainy  and  arbitrary 
Proceeding  of  thefe  Men,  who  affefted  to 
be  thought  competent  Judges  of  Medicine^ 
and  always  abufed  the  Power  they  were  in- 
trufted  with,  either  to  promote  their  Intereft, 
or  fatisfy  their  Revenge.  Now,  according 
to  your  Argument,  what  has  been  may^  be. 
And  this  will  ferve  to  ftiew,  how  little 
thefe  Men  ought  to  be  trufted  with  more 
Power,  who  made  fo  ill  a  Ufe,  and  fo  vile¬ 
ly  proftituted  the  Power  they  had. 


Mr.  G— ’s  Shop. 

London  Laudinum,  Without  either  Colour 
or  Smell. 

Oxycroceum,  Without  Saffron. 

P//.  Ruff^  No  Colour  of  Saffron. 
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Mr.  ShopJ 

Diafcorditim,  Dark  and  thin,  without  a 
due  Proportion  of  the  Gums, 

London  Laudinum.  A  dry  hard  SubflancCs, 
without  Smell  or  Colour. 

Mr.  ’s  Shop; 

Ltafcordiwn,  Too  thin,  (let  down  with  Ho¬ 
ney  I  fuppofe.) 

Venice  Treacle.  A  thin  Body,  much  can¬ 
died. 

I 

Lo7tdon  Laudhium.  A  dry  liard  Subftance^ 
without  Smell  or  Colour. 

'  Mr.  G — ^’s  Shop. 

Diafcordium.  Thin  bodied,  much  candied. 

Venice  Treacle.  Thin,  candied  without  its 
Proportion. 

London  Laudimm.  A  dry  hard  Subftance. 

Mr.  G-— ’s  Shop. 

Paracelfus.  Without  its  proper  Powders  or 
Gums. 

Oxycrociwn.  Of  a  dark  black  Colour. 

Diafcordium.  Of  a  thin  Subflance. 

I  Gafcofi's 
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Gafcon^s  Powder,  Without  Bezoar. 

London  Laudinim,  Hard^  without  Smell  of 
Colour. 

Pil  ex  duobm.  Without  the  Oyl  of  Cloves. 

Mr.  5— ’s  Shop. 

Diafcordium.  Of  a  thin  Body,  without 
the  Gums. 

Mithridafe,  No  Colour  of  Saffron, 

London  Laudinum,  Neither  Smell  nor  Co¬ 
lour. 

Liquid  Laudhum,  Thin,  no  Colour  of  Saf* 
fron. 

Gafcon's  Powder.  Without  Bezoar. 

This  is  fubftantial  Evidence,  this  is  upon 
Record. 

Thefe  were  the  Tricks  of  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  Company  :  And  it  is  from  hence  I 
fuppofe  you  ftolc  your  Account  of  Frauds 
and  Deceits  that  you  charge  the  Druggifts 
and  Chymifls  with. 

You  muft  know  this  Tribe  of  Treacle- 
mongers  were  refolved  to  ruin  a  Man  of  great' 
Charad:er  and  Reputation  in  his  Way  of 
Bufinefs,  as  an  Apothecary,  but  he  em*- 
ployed  (as  the  Chyrnifts  fhould  have  done) 
feveral  of  his  Friends  and  Acquaintance, 

F  People 
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People  of  Credit,  to  buy  their  own  bad 
Compolitions,  from  the  Shops  of  his  Accu» 
fers,  the  Warden  and  Governors  of  the 
Apothecaries  Company,  which  he  produced 
again  ft  them  in  his  own  Defence. 

Mr.  Lawrence^  the  Man  whofe  Deftruc- 
tion  they  had  plotted,  was  brought  before 
their  Worfhips  for  the  Tryal  of  his  Medi¬ 
cines  :  They  then  opened  the  Caufe,  as  they 
have  lately  done  their  Petition  before  the 
Honourable  the  Houfeof  Commons. 

It  was  a  Matter  of  the  greateft  Concern 
to  them-— and  they  were  very  forry  to  fpeak 
it— -but  they  took  it  greatly  to  Heart— and 
their  Confciences  wou’d  not  let  them  be 

hlent - they  were  afraid  that  the  Lives  of 

feveral  Thoufands  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjefts 
were  loft,  by  bad  Medicines :  And  they 
were  refolved  to  prevent  fo  many  barbarous 
and  cruel  Murthers  not  only  from  the 
Obligations  of  their  Religion  and  Huma¬ 
nity,  but  to  raife  the  afpiring  Glory  of  the 
Apothecaries  Company. 

Here  I’ll  leave  you  to  guefs  the  Confii- 
lion  of  thefe  canting  Hypocrites,  when  the 
villainous  Adulteration  of  their  own  Com- 
pofitions  was  proved  before  their  Faces,  as 
had  been  aflerted  before  the  Prefident  and 
Cenfors  of  the  College  of  Phyiicians. 

POST- 
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POSCRIPT. 

One  of  the  principal  Evidence  for  the 
Apothecaries  was  an  Operator  at  the  Drug- 
gift  Laboratory,  who  robb'd  his  Mafters  of 
vaft  Sums,  carried  on  a  clandeftine  Trade 
with  their  Stock,  which  he  never  brought 
to  account,  forged  Receipts  for  what  was 
never  delivered,  redlify’d  Moloflus  in  their 
Cellars  by  Night,  and  in  Private,  to  defraud 
his  Majefty  of  the  Duty  ;  in  v/hich  he  was 
at  laft  detedted,  as  will  appear  by  the  Book 
of  Excife,  with  feveral  other  Villainies,  that 
will  be  difcover’d  in  due  Seafon. 

How  defpicable  are  the  Pradlices  of  thofe 
Men,  whofe  mercenary  Purpofe  puts  them 
to  the  fatal  Neceffity  of  making  ufe  of 
fuch  Inftruments  ?  and  with  what  a  defpe- 
rate  Frenzy  muft  they  be  pofleft,  who 
think,  by  artful  Appearances,  to  conceal 
their  Machinations  from  the  piercing  Eye 
of  legiflative  Power.  Is  there  any  one  fo 
foolifhly  credulous,  to  believe,  that  thefe 
Men  want  Medicine  to  be  mended,  or  Drugs 
and  Compofitions  to  be  unadulterate  ?  No, 
they  only  want  to  eftablifti  for  themfelves, 
(by  Oppreffion)  an  ungovernable  Pradlicc,  to 
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the  Diferedit  of  the  Phylieian,  Surgeon, 
Druggift  and  Chemift,  that  they  may  the 
more  eafily  prey  upon  the  Mileries  of  fuch 
as  have  the  Misfortune  to  ftand  in  Need 
pf  them, 
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